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Diesel Particulate Filters Diagnosis Guide
Applicable References: Various
Applications: Various  

Date Issued: 09/2011

Disclaimer : Any technical tips are produced in good faith. Ferdinand Bilstein UK Ltd. always recommend that vehicle maintenance and diagnostics are only 
carried out by suitably experienced people using appropriate tools in a safe manner within a workshop environment. Ferdinand Bilstein UK Ltd. and their 
customers cannot be held responsible for the correctness of, or misinterpretation of the above technical tips. Images shown are for illustrative purposes only and 
may not be representative of the products or vehicles described.
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Loss Of Engine 
Power

Malfunction
Indicator Lamp On

Check all faults
and clear codes

Fit a new DPF and allow it to warm 
up to working temperature and 

check for leakage

If vehicle manufacturers’ procedures 
are adhered to and the other checks 
have been done, then the new DPF 

will work correctly

Is the DPF % margin
over the

manufacturers’ limit?

Can you
regenerate

the old
DPF?

Connect a scan tool for the vehicle to investigate the 
cause, before fitting new DPF

Under normal driving, before fitting the new unit ‐
is the old unit being changed as it has reached capacity conditions?

Is the DPF at fault?
Possible other factors

need to be investigated

POSSIBLE OTHER CAUSES FOR
DPF RELATED FAULT CODES:

1. EGR internals
2. EGR pipe blocked
3. Pressure pipe fracture
4. Engine oil incorrect
5. Turbo/engine wear
6. Blocked sensors
7. ECU Fault
8.  Fuel Borne Catalyst at 

sufficient level

Re-connect scan tool with the possibility of having to reset 
the ECU as per the manufacturers’ procedure  

It could also require a forced regeneration

YES

If you 
do not read and 

adhere to all the procedures, 
your new DPF could block 

within 30 miles (50 km) and 
it will not be able to 

regenerate


